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In 2016 we marked the 70th anniversary of the 
establishment of an archive service for Parliament as 
well as 20 years of records management in Parliament. 

This provided us with the opportunity to reflect on 
our aim, which is to provide innovative and expert 
information management, preservation, access and 
outreach services enabling anyone in the world to use 
Parliament’s records, both now and in the future.

Celebrating our own 
history and planning 
for the future



Support for information 
management

Our Information and Records 
Management Service was commended 
by The National Archives following their 
‘Information Management Assessment’ 
of both Houses of Parliament. We were 
also delighted to see a number of best 
practices from both Houses feature in 
TNA’s updated Good Practice Report.

We supported the newly-formed 
Information Authority to develop and 
commence implementation of a new 
Information Management Strategy  
for Parliament. 

We conducted a survey on the quality  
of our information management services 
and the results were overwhelmingly 
positive with respondents referring to 
the team as knowledgeable, helpful  
and responsive.

Transforming our services 

We have begun work on a new project 
called ‘Transforming Archive Services’. 
This project aims to enhance our 
users’ experience of the Archives 
online, provide a wider range of web 
based services and will also support 
improved collections management. 
Over the course of the next year, it will 
deliver refreshed web pages, improved 
searching of our catalogue and 
facilities such as online user account 
creation, document ordering and 
search room booking.

Training opportunities 

During 2016 we were thrilled to welcome 
our first digital preservation trainee. 
Working alongside our Senior Digital 
Archivist the trainee gained experience 
of all aspects of the digital preservation 
work we do, while also being exposed to 
other roles throughout the Archives. This 
post is additional to the trainee position 
which has been based in our public 
services team for some years. 

Innovative and  
expert information  

management



Digital engagement 

By the end of the year the @UKParl 
Archives Twitter account had more 
than 13,100 followers. A redesign of our 
web pages also included new image 
galleries which proved popular, while 
our increased use of Facebook showed 
a significant rise in user engagement.

We have launched our new prototype 
map search tool which enables 
searching for records from our 
catalogue by place. At the moment 
there is one set of records available 
to search via the interface–the 
Protestation Returns of 1642, which  
we completed digitising last year.

Exhibitions 

These included displays about the 
battle of the Somme, the Great Fire 
of London, the Easter Rising and 
Parliament and the 1960’s. Larger scale 
exhibitions explored the history and 
work of the Archives and celebrated 
the digitisation of the Benjamin Stone 
collection of photographs.

Significant rise in  
user engagement



Marking anniversaries

We are supporting Parliament’s Vote 
100 project which in 2018 will celebrate 
100 years of the Parliamentary vote 
for virtually all men and some women. 
Supported by the Speaker’s Art Fund, 
the House of Lords and House of 
Commons, this project will deliver ‘Voice 
and Vote: Women’s Place in Parliament’, 
a major public exhibition in Westminster 
Hall in the summer of 2018. 

During the year the project put on 3 
temporary displays with accompanying 
webpages about the 1866 suffrage 
petition, Millicent Fawcett and the 
Early Women’s Suffrage Movement and 
the Speaker’s Conference on Electoral 
Reform 1916-17 which was opened by  
Mr Speaker.

In addition the project delivered a 
conference on ‘Parliament and Votes for 
Women’ for regional suffrage historians 
across the country as well as a number 
of talks. It also provided support for 
the launch of ‘New Dawn’, a women’s 
suffrage artwork by Mary Branson 
which took visual inspiration from the 
Original Act Room.

Providing access

We answered 6,311 enquiries and had 
923 research visits to our Search Room 
where over 6200 documents were 
produced for users. We also welcomed 
774 visitors on 66 tours. 

We loaned documents relating to the 
Slave Trade to the Museum of London 
Docklands and two Acts of Parliament 
to the Wellcome Collection’s ‘Bedlam: 
the asylum and beyond’ exhibition.
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Visit us onsite or online

www.parliament.uk/archives

Search our online catalogue

www.portcullis.parliament.uk

Read our blog

www.archives.blog.parliament.uk 

Discover our learning resources

www.parliament.uk/livingheritage 

Follow us on Twitter 

@UKParlArchives  
@ParliamentWW1 and Facebook

Parliamentary Archives,  
Houses of Parliament,  
London SW1A 0PW 
archives@parliament.uk 
020 7219 3074
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