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Transforming information 
management
This year the Information and Record 
Management Service team’s work was 
dominated by the Office 365 and Meridio 
Replacement Programme. Over the 
year we supported the delivery of 105 
SharePoint sites. The numbers of training 
sessions delivered and users trained 
have increased dramatically, by 48% and 
400% respectively. The number of hard 
copy transfer of records to the Archives 
increased by 51%.

Innovative approaches to 
training & engagement 
The IRMS team introduced ‘RO in the 
Know’ sessions, offering Record Officers 
30 minute briefings on relevant topics. 
The format has received very positive 
feedback. The team also introduced 
fortnightly Information Management 
Surgeries, where Record Officers can 
access hands-on support and expertise  
on any area of their role.

Transforming our services 
Work continued on the Transforming 
Archive Services Project which will deliver 
an enhanced online user experience 
including improved search, online 
booking and payments. It will also deliver 
barcoding and tracking management 
technology to improve collections 
tracking and management.
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Preparing to pack & track  
the Archives 

We welcomed a new project team 
which will work with our archivists and 
Collection Care team to eliminate the 
Archives’ appraisal and cataloguing 
backlog, and to barcode and improve 
the packaging of all the records in the 
Victoria Tower, ready for a move before the 
Restoration & Renewal Programme begins. 
The team has begun to work through the 
appraisal backlog, started the cleaning 
and packing of modern Original Acts 
and commenced a high-level survey of 
the packaging of all records held in the 
Victoria Tower.

Safeguarding digital 

We continued to collect and preserve 
Parliament’s digital records in our 
Digital Repository and expanded our 
collecting remit to include e-publications 
– documents that would, in printed form, 
have been held in libraries in Parliament 
and around the country, but which are 
no longer printed and are now primarily 
available on the web. By doing this we’re 
filling a potential gap in Parliament’s 
corporate memory and adding value to  
the Archives’ service.
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Exhibitions and displays 

During the summer of 2017 our 
Westminster Hall exhibition Parliament 
& the 1st World War had over 60,000 
visitors. The exhibition explored 
connections between Parliament and  
the war, particularly the staff and 
Members of both Houses who served  
and died in the conflict.

Visitors to the Palace were able to view 
our displays in the Norman Porch which 
marked the 150th anniversaries of the 
British North America Act and the Second 
Reform Act, the 70th anniversary of India 
gaining independence and the creation of 
Pakistan and 50 years since the passing 
of the Sexual Offences Act in 1967. 

We also explored the career of 
Inspector Denning, a well known figure 
at Westminster in the late nineteenth 
century and who was described as  
‘the best known bobby in  the lobby’. 

We were delighted to display, during 
the State visit of the King and Queen of 
Spain, the Act from 1554 which provided 
for the marriage of Mary I to Prince Philip 
of Spain.
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Outreach

This year we worked with Visitor 
Services on two evening events, 
Pride at Night and Churchill. The 
Archives contributed to both events by 
displaying facsimiles of documents. 
587 people attended the events, 
this meant we were able to engage 
with new audiences. We produced 
3 facsimiles of Acts for the National 
Trust’s Exile exhibition at Kingston Lacy. 
The exhibition marked the 50 years 
since the partial decriminalisation 
of homosexuality and was visited by 
19,000 people. 

We hosted several workshops this year 
including a group of Year 6 Hackney 
pupils as part of The Unprecedented 
Case Project. The pupils went on tours 
of the Archive and took part in different 
activities including a palaeography  
and binding class.

We loaned several documents to the 
Battles & Dynasties exhibition at The 
Collection in Lincoln, including the 
Act of Settlement of 1701 and Edward 
VIII’s message of abdication. The 
Parliamentary Archives copy of the  
The Wolfenden Report was on loan to 
Tate Britain as part of the Queer British 
Art Exhibition.
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Providing Access

We answered 5,985 enquiries and had 
783 research visits to our Search Room 
where over 5,051 documents were 
produced for users. We also welcomed 
1136 visitors on 99 tours. 

Vote 100

6th February 2018 marked the 100th 
anniversary of the Representation of 
the People Act which in 1918 gave the 
Parliamentary vote to virtually all men 
and the first women. The anniversary 
was a huge milestone for Parliament’s 

Vote 100 project and to celebrate the 
Archives displayed the Act in Central 
Lobby where more than 100 women  
MPs and Peers came to have their 
photograph taken with it. 

The day attracted huge media coverage, 
and a big reception in Westminster Hall 
was attended by the Prime Minister.
We launched ‘Beyond the Ballot’, an 
online learning course produced by 
Royal Holloway University of London 
in collaboration with Parliament and 
featuring a number of documents  
from the Archives. This attracted  
more than 6000 active learners.



Visit us onsite or online

archives.parliament.uk

Discover our learning resources

parliament.uk/livingheritage 

Follow us on Twitter  
@UKParlArchives and Facebook

 

Read our blog

https://archives.blog.parliament.uk/  

Parliamentary Archives,  
Houses of Parliament,  
London SW1A 0PW

archives@parliament.uk

020 7219 3074


